Hindi 101
Hindi is the national language of India. It is spoken as a first language by roughly half a billion speakers, and as a second language by possibly another 300 million people. In addition, the national language of Pakistan, Urdu, is very similar to Hindi. Although Hindi and Urdu use different scripts and draw on a different cultural and religious heritage, at the basic spoken level they are the same language. You can say that when you are learning Hindi, you get two for the price of one!
Hindi is part of the Indo-European family of languages, and is therefore a distant cousin of English. 
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Like French and German, Hindi has gender (masculine/feminine). It also has two cases, which means that words change shape slightly depending on their function in the sentence. The word 'room' in 'the room is big' looks a bit different from 'there is a chair in the room'. Hindi draws on a wide variety of sources for its vocabulary: Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, Portuguese and English. 

It is a widely-held misconception that in India "everybody speaks English". Although in the cities and tourist centers you are likely to encounter people who can get by in English, the actual number of people comfortable in English is approximately 10% of the population - which is still over 100 million people. 

The alphabet

Hindi uses the Devanagari alphabet, which is technically a syllabary as all the letters include the sound 'a'.
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	nmßte
	namaste
	"greeting"

	åçCa
	acchaa
	good, ok, right, I see, yes, no, maybe.

	mera nam
	meraa naam
	my name

	hE
	hai
	is

	åapka nam
	aapkaa naam
	your name

	˚ya
	kyaa
	what

	åap
	aap
	you (polite)

	kWse/kEsI
	kaise/kaisii
	how (male/female)

	hE#
	hain
	are

	QIk
	Thiik
	fine

	mE#
	main
	I

	hUÅ
	hoon
	am

	se
	se
	from (postposition)

	åmrIka
	amriikaa
	America


Hello.

My name is John. 
(say: my name John is)

What is your name 
(say: your name what is)

How are you? 
(say: you how are?)


I am fine.

(say: I fine am)

I am Lalita

(say: I Lalita am)

I am from America
(say: I America from am)

I am a teacher
(say: I teacher am)

	caih´
	chaahiye
	is wanted, I need

	nhI#
	nahiin
	no, not

	yh
	ye
	this

	dam
	daam
	price

	panI
	paanii
	water

	botl
	botal
	bottle

	bPR
	barf
	ice

	sßta
	sastaa
	cheap

	bi|ya
	barhiyaa
	excellent

	sada
	saadaa
	plain (for example: not spicy)

	Kana
	khaanaa
	food


I don't want it.

(say: not is wanted)

What is this?


(say: this what is?)


What is the price?

(say: price what is?)

I need water.


(say: water is wanted)

No, bottled water.

(say: no, bottle water)

I don't want ice.

(say: ice not is wanted)

I want a cheap one

(say: cheap is wanted)

I want an excellent one
(say: excellent is wanted)

I want plain food

(say: plain food is wanted)

Counting til ten:

	1
	ek

	2
	do

	3
	tiin

	4
	chaar

	5
	paanch

	6
	chah

	7
	saat

	8
	aaTh

	9
	nau

	10
	das


